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From The Editor
Happy New Year! Not much in the way of club news to report since we are in
the clutches of winter and group events are still on hold. Your club leaders will
soon be working on plans for the coming year. However, much is unknown
due to the ongoing pandemic. We are hoping things will improve and we can
get back to a busy schedule as soon as possible. January also means you are
invited to renew your membership. To help everyone out a little, dues have
been reduced by $5 until March 1. Renewal instruction are included in this
newsletter.

Steve

AND THAT’S A WRAP!
My two year term as the club president has come to an end. I have to say,
the past two years have been like nothing I could ever have imagined!
I started off right out of the gate cancelling the 2019 Silver Wheels Award
Banquet. A heavy snowstorm made driving treacherous. Many of the
surrounding counties had Level 2 and 3 classifications which meant we could
not be on the roads. Cancelling the banquet was a first in club history.
Thankfully, we were able to reschedule the banquet for a later date.
Little did I know that would be a practice run for what was yet to come.
The remainder of 2019 was business as usual. The club was busy in 2019 with
646 club rides including a new members/guest ride which had 59 riders. A
few days in July and August had five or six events scheduled for a single day.
Some of the overnight trips included camping along the Gap Trail, Xenia,
Michigan, GOBA which started in Bowling Green, and Spain. Wednesday night
all star rides with post ride pizzaraderie at Lorenzo’s were always well
attended. Then came 2020!
As we all know, the word for 2020 was and remains to be COVID. In my
wildest dreams I could never have guessed how that word and what it was
capable of would affect all of us. We were unable to go about our lives as we
wished. Masks, social distancing, hand sanitizer, and Covid Bubbles were the
new norm. Sadly, many people lost loved ones to this cruel virus.
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We were only able to have the Awards Banquet and the Spring Chili Wiener
Ride in 2020. On March 16th all club rides and events were cancelled due to
the virus. Rides were resumed July 5th with new safety guidelines in place.
Rides and events were once again cancelled indefinitely on November 26th.
The board used guidelines set forth by the CDC, Ohio Department of Health,
Governor DeWine, and the League of American Bicyclists in making our
decisions on cancellations and resuming rides. I just can’t thank the board
enough for all their help, input, guidance, and support as we navigated
through this. There were many, many emails regarding cancellation of rides,
events, and how to safely resume rides. All the board members were great
about responding promptly to my emails and rising to the challenges the virus
brought us. I couldn’t have done my job without the board members help. I
would also like to thank the club members for being so patient and accepting
this past year. I certainly appreciated all the words of encouragement.
Board meeting locations became a conundrum. In the summer and fall the
meetings were held at Lorain Metro Park pavilions where we could socially
distance. As the weather got colder, we held Zoom meetings. The most
memorable meeting was held in near dark and pouring rain at a Carlisle
Visitor Center pavilion.
In closing, I want to thank everyone for putting up with me, humoring me,
and all the help I received in leading the club. I have learned how truly great
our club members are. I am leaving you in very capable hands as I pass the
gavel to Cheryl Burkhardt, our incoming president. Many thanks to the “First
Man”, my hubby Rick. Prayers for continued safety and the eradication of this
awful virus.

Sue Wells

The Education and Safety Committee is hoping – as we all are – that 2021 will
bring an end to the pandemic and we can all continue our great rides. One of
the issues that often comes up in discussion regarding safety is how to avoid

the issues that often comes up in discussion regarding safety is how to avoid
obstacles. This article that we posted in 2016 is still very timely with some
great suggestions and videos. So, as we all wait for warmer weather and dry
roads these suggestions should come in handy and be a good reminder for all
of us.

https://silverwheelscyclingclub.wildapricot.org/Avoiding-Obstacles

Masks not only help prevent the
spread of contagious viruses, they
really help keep your face warm on
cold winter rides!

Cycling stories from 2020
From Peggy D.
Here are some photos from 2020. We had fun trip to Mt. Vernon and heart of
Ohio trail with a stop at the Bridge of Dreams (370 foot long covered bridge
that is the 3rd longest in the country). The club did a birthday ride and several
members rode their birth years and even more. Some also rode the 50th year
of Hancock Horizontal. Club members did a Tour of CLE that was a fun outing
as well.

From Steve O.
Some highlights of my 2020 season: A new personal high mileage total. Two
excellent rides exploring downtown Cleveland, mountain biking at Castalia
Quarry, three self-contained camping trips, a punishing “Oh-S@#t Jr” hill ride
and a 38 mile retirement ride celebrating the end of my 38 years at Energizer.

From Newbie to Metric Century – By Mel Cruzado
In 2018 I would see my friend and neighbor Jerry Gach get on his bike and
take off. One day I asked Jerry, how far did you ride? I recall walking away
from that conversation scratching my head, you see I could not fathom riding
20+ miles when the most I had ever ridden a bike was 3-5 miles around the
neighborhood.
But that conversation sparked an interest. So, I spent the rest of 2018 and
early 2019 researching cycling, learning about bikes, and yes how much a
good bike can cost. The turning point for me was when I test rode a good
bike, it was light, the gears shifted smoothly, I could go fast, I was grinning
from cheek to cheek and this was very much not my department store bike I
had in the garage.
April 2019, would be the month I purchased my first real bike, the month
Jerry dropped off a brochure for a bike club called the Silver Wheels Cycling
Club and an invite to join him on the New Member/Guest Ride on Sunday, May
5th, 2019.
This ride was my introduction to the Silver Wheels Cycling Club and to the
enjoyment club rides can be. I quickly learned that club members were willing
to help and teach, which I greatly appreciated. But it was Jose Morell, who I
met on one of the clubs' rides, who took me under his wings and taught me
something new on every ride. From learning safety, tools to carry, changing a
tire, riding with groups, riding on the trails than to the road, the list is endless.
You see, Jose took me from a Newbie cyclist to my first Metric Century ride in
September 2019, ending my first year of cycling with a bit over 1000 miles,
who would have thought.
2020, although the pandemic has limited the club rides, I still was able to ride
nearly 2000 miles, conquer my fear of hills, and grow more as a cyclist on
each ride.
I am truly grateful to many in the club, you know who you are, who have

I am truly grateful to many in the club, you know who you are, who have
taken time to ride, talk, teach and enjoy this sport of cycling together.

"Don't underestimate the power of a positive conversation, you just may
change someone's life."

Renewal instructions:
Please renew by March 1 and save $5.
Log into the Silver Wheels website using your email and password.
Once logged in, you will see your name appear on the left side. Click on
VIEW PROFILE. You will now see your profile page. You can then click
RENEW TO TUESDAY, MARCH 01, 2022
Scroll down to update any information about yourself. Here is where you
can also add a donation to help with club expenses if desired. Then,
continue to make payment with a credit card. You do not have to have a
PayPal account – simply checkout as a guest.

PayPal account – simply checkout as a guest.

