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From The Editor   
Normally the February Rollin’ would include a summary of the awards
banquet. This year’s event was scheduled for January 19th but was
postponed due to a nasty winter storm. See the article below for more
details.

Speaking of winter, we are firmly in its grasp so there are not many club
rides happening. However, March is coming and the weather should
improve to allow some rides. In fact, the Spring Chili Weiner, our season
opener, is scheduled for Saturday, March 2. See the club calendar for all
the details.

Our leaders and committees have been meeting regularly throughout the
winter to plan our 2019 activities. This year is gearing up to be chock full
of events. Since it is membership renewal time, remember to sign up
soon to remain a current member. Instructions on how to do that are
included in this issue.

Steve  

 

Winter Storm Harper Postpones Awards Banquet



  by Steve Oz

We were all set for another fun end-of-year banquet in late January.
After a fairly mild winter so far, the first big snowstorm for our area was
forming out west. The forecast looked bad and there was concern about
the timing of the event. On banquet morning, the clouds started
unleashing snow in Lorain County about 10AM. Things quickly got bad
and the predictions were for 5-8 inches with high winds and falling
temperatures. In my yard there were several inches of the white stuff by
noon! Level 1 and 2 snow warnings were showing up and folks were very
concerned about driving to and from the event. So, for the safety of all,
the banquet was cancelled. It was a good decision as the snow was
worse than expected and winds topped 30 mph for the rest of the day
and overnight. As I spent well over an hour clearing my driveway the
following day, I was glad I didn’t have to drive in all that. It’s the first
time our banquet was cancelled but it was a wise decision.

However, like our cyclists, the banquet will roll on! It has been
rescheduled for Saturday, February 16 with an earlier time of 1PM.
Hopefully, Mother Nature will keep things calm and snow-free for that
day.

See you on the trail, when it thaws!

  ===============================================

Ride with GPS Training Sessions

Rob Hipskind

Have you ever ridden next to someone and heard their phone tell them



Have you ever ridden next to someone and heard their phone tell them
that there was a left hand turn onto Parsons Road in half a mile? Well,
that was one of the 90+ cyclists that are part of our Silver Wheels Ride
with GPS Club Account. 

There are many different ways our riders use RWGPS. Some users just go
online to look at a route to help them decide if they to go on that ride
(Heck no, I am not going up those hills!). Some will print their own cue
sheet before the ride. Others go electronic and use their smart phone to
download the map and cue sheets to use on their rides. Some users even 
have their smart phones set up to verbally announce turns, and/or
announce their ride stats at pre-set intervals. Many club members
download the routes to use on their Garmin. And some of us are planning
routes and complex multiple day events in RWGPS using the advanced
Club planning features.

If you don’t have an account but want to use RWGPS on Club rides, or
you joined RWGPS but still have basic use questions, there are at least
two upcoming training opportunities for you to consider. Before the
Board meeting on March 7th and before the General Membership Meeting
March 21st, Rick Wells and I will be available to answer basic account
questions. Check the ride calendar for more details! During the Ride
Leaders seminar on March 16th, we will also be setting up a date to have
a Route Manager only session to go over the advanced planning
techniques. 

If you want to try to get set-up on your own, here is the link to the
instructions, which includes the club Invitation Link and some helpful
screen shots to show you what you should be seeing during setup. You
must be signed into your Silver Wheels account on our website for this
link to work.

https://silverwheelscyclingclub.wildapricot.org/RWGPS  

So, what happens at a Board Meeting?

You will see in the club calendar that most months have a board meeting
listed. These are always scheduled early in the month. Ever wonder what
these are about? Of course, all board members are present, along with
many committee leaders. The purpose is to discuss and conduct club
business on a monthly basis. A variety of subjects are covered depending
on the time of year. Ideas are presented and discussed. Problems are
addressed and decisions are made. The meeting can take 1 to 2 hours to
get through the agenda. Along with the leaders of the club, the meeting
is always open to all members. Why attend if you don’t have to? It is a
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is always open to all members. Why attend if you don’t have to? It is a
good way to learn of the inner workings of the organization. You can see
how much effort is needed to keep this 350 member club operating
smoothly. You may want to attend to present an idea for a ride or event.
Or, join in the discussions and help in the process. While only the board
may vote, input from all is welcomed. The first board meeting of 2019 is
Thursday, March 7 at 6:30PM, Oberlin Depot.

===============================================

Best Ways to Stay Visible While Cycling

If you are a cyclist, you understand the importance of making sure you
are visible when you are out and about. Drivers are much less likely to
see a cyclist than a car. The brain and the eyes work together relaying
messages. Drivers will have to do a double take to see a cyclist on a bike,
so you need to do what you can to make yourself even more noticeable.
Here are a few tips to help you get noticed when you are out on the
roads.

Wear Fluorescent Colors – Traditional colors, such as brown, black,
and blues blend into the surroundings. You need to dress to stand
out. This means you will need to wear bright colors, such as
fluorescent orange, hot pink, neon yellow, or lime green. When you
are dressed brightly, you won’t blend in to your surroundings.
Lights at Night – Make sure you adhere to traffic laws regarding the
lighting on your bicycle. You must have a working white headlight.
Your bike also needs a red taillight that is visible for a considerable
distance.
Traffic Laws – Make sure you know the traffic laws and adhere to
them. A bicycle is just like any other vehicle and must obey traffic
laws, so you are much safer on the roadways.
Ride with Traffic – You will need to ride with traffic, just as the laws
indicate. This means you will ride in the same direction as the cars. 
Proper Positioning – Where you are riding on the road also affects
how other motorists see you. If there is no bike lane, position
yourself in the lane in a place where passing vehicles will have to
move over and be far enough away from you and not hit you. Unless
you are turning, ride in the right outermost lane away from the
door zone, so you won’t be door'd when passing parked vehicles.
Use Hand Signals – Drivers need to be able to determine which way
you are headed. Follow traffic laws and use hand signals. Don’t dart
in between cars and cut in and out of traffic.
Use Caution at Intersections – When you are at an intersection, you
need to use extra caution. Make sure you stop and make eye
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need to use extra caution. Make sure you stop and make eye
contact with the drivers before you proceed on. When you make eye
contact with them, you can rest assure that they have seen you.
Adhere to Traffic Signals – Make sure you obey any traffic signals,
such as red lights. Don’t just zip on through the intersection. Obey
stop signs. When you stop, set in a prominent area in the lane, so
drivers will have the time to process your presence.

Visibility is the most important rule to staying safe when you are out on
the roads. Cycling is a fun, healthy, and environmentally friendly way to
get where you need to go. The biggest danger you face when riding with
cars is the risk of not being visible. Drivers failing to see cyclists is the
main cause of cyclists being injured. By following these few tips, you are
improving your safety when you are out on the road. With the proper
safety precautions taken, you can enjoy years of safe cycling.

This article was provided by Attorney Steve Minghella

 www.personalinjury-law.com, is an organization dedicated to providing the
public with information about personal injury and safety information.
Nothing in this article should be construed as legal advice, and it is intended
for informational use only. Be sure to review your local cycling ordinances to
ensure you ride safe and legally.

  

 

38 Silver Wheelers celebrating Club milestones this year.

20 Years as a Member

Leslie Ennis    Frank O'Dell    Cheryl Burkhardt    Bob Burkhardt

Bill Shepard    Andrea Bokulich    Alvin Spicer    Art Ripley

John Gallagher     Pat Serio
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15 Years as a Member

Etta Rowe    Ed Rowe   Larry Best    Kathy Yourkiewicz

Daniel Hornbeek    Barbara Hornbeek

10 Years as a Member

Lynette Paine Betsy Miles Debra Olinger Mike Olinger

David Hershiser

5 Years as a Member

Patricia Martin Cindy Amos Don Rohde Janice Friswold

Peg Ludwig Larry Ludwig Joanne Gutacker Mark Nizza

Jane Nizza Renee Taylor James Gipper Rob Hipskind

Peggy Hipskind Sharon Zacharias Christi Banasek

Robert Esper Edward Smith

March Chili Metric  

Are you looking for a great ride to start the cycling season off right? The
March Chili Metric ride, sponsored by the Lake Erie Wheelers, is a 31 or
62 mile ride on March 31st. The ride starts in Lakewood and primarily
goes through the Metroparks on Valley Parkway. They have a chili lunch
stop and prizes at the end of the ride. The cost is only $16 for early online
registration through February 28th when the price goes up to $21. This
ride was approved by our Board to be a club ride and we are also going to
be promoting their event in exchange for the Lake Erie Wheelers
promoting Dog Days. Check our ride calendar for the registration link and
more information. Hope to see you there.    Rob



How to Renew your Silver Wheels membership for 2019

Log in with your email and password at
https://silverwheelscyclingclub.wildapricot.org/.
Click the VIEW PROFILE button below your name.  
Click on the renewal date box
Your Profile will appear. Review and edit it from top to bottom.
If you wish to donate, go to the bottom of the screen and look for
DONATION. You can add in $5 increments 
Back at the top of the page, click on "UPDATE AND NEXT". 
Review the Total.  If wrong click BACK.
If all is good select your payment choice.

Remember you need not be a member of PayPal to pay
online.

I may look like I'm listening, but I'm really thinking about
biking!
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